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Since 1993, truly fortunate gardeners have been those who have subscribed to Allen Lacy's

HOMEGROUND, a quarterly newsletter. Now over a hundred pieces of writing taken from this lively

periodical appear as IN A GREEN SHADE. Many of them grow from the author's thirty years of

experience transforming a small suburban lot into a private Eden, with its woodland garden, its

cottage garden, and its extensive deck and container gardens. Readers will find thoughtful

discussions of perennials, annuals, and woody plants, as well as the tropical and subtropical plants

that are of such keen interest today. After taking in Lacy's spirited recommendations, they will find

themselves unable to do without the daffodil called 'Hawera', the hosta 'Sum and Substance',

fragrant-leaved geraniums, or the Roughneck Stool from Rubbermaid (a weeder's helper). IN A

GREEN SHADE also travels farther afield, commenting on botanical history and such matters as the

perennial conflict between gardeners and television weather reporters, or between proponents of

native plants and their more cosmopolitan colleagues. As Henry Mitchell wrote of Lacy's THE

GARDEN IN AUTUMN, "Among other virtues, it is based on firsthand experience by a gardener who

happens to be an admirable writer."
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Allen Lacy has been writing about gardening for a number of years in books, newspaper columns

and letters to friends. I've purchased mostly paperback copies, but bought this one in hardcover

because I kept the others and wish now I had bought hardcover versions. I reread them from time to



time, and lend them to really good friends who will return them. Lacy gardens in New Jersey in Zone

7 so I find his writing helpful since I live in the same climate. He was a philosophy professor for a

number of years, and his writing is reflective. This book is filled with practical wisdom. Think of your

old uncle Horace who can get anything to grow sharing some of advice. Lacy's books fall some

where between an essay on "How gardening changed my life" and "Why your Bee Balm got

Mildew.""In a Green Shade" is a collection of articles covering the seasons of the year. In spring he

writes about bulbs and other familiar plants, including Fritillaries which are not so well known or

grown because some find them frustrating. Lacy implies there is hope for those who fancy these

lovely flowers, though I refuse to waste any more money on 'Imperialis.' He says if one can figure

out how to treat them properly, the fritillery are faithful flowers that return year after year. I love

Meleagris (Snake's Head lily, and have had some luck here). Lacy digresses on Thomas Jefferson's

love of the Imperialis and it's origins in Turkey.In other sections, he covers lillies, roses, Bee Balm,

tobacco plants, gourds, dahlias, begonias, mums, trees (Hazel)and other plants he has grown in his

New Jersey garden. He discusses their nature as well as nurture, and their history, geography and

interesting anecdotes.
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